gender difference is less well documented are obviously more of a task for the authors. I found many of these chapters proposed so many unanswered, but interesting, questions that I was left wondering by the end of the chapter what the actual evidence was.
Those readers with an interest in pain research will find the chapters on the mechanisms that may contribute to pain gender differences essential to planning trials. The obvious influence of the menstrual cycle and hormones to pain should be considered and included in any pain research involving a sample of both genders. This book is an excellent and essential reference for any institution with involvement in pain research or measurement. The individual pain specialist may be disappointed, as the limited evidence does not translate easily to clinical practice at this point in time. However as a reference source in institutional libraries, this book is invaluable as it brings together many different opinions in a single reference.
J This book represents Volume 12 in the series produced by the International Association for the Study of Pain (IASP) in a series of publications concerning Pain Research and Clinical Management. Other volumes in the series include books on pain in children and adolescents, headache, world congress proceedings, pain in neonates and pain related to herpes zoster and post herpetic neuropathy.
This volume necessarily is a somewhat softer book, in that prevention is a little less easy to grasp than actual treatment by people inclined to doing procedures. The topics are broadly grouped into the need for prevention, risk factors and mechanisms, and early intervention and preventive interventions. As with many books of this type, there is a lot of theory and a fair deal of reference to other theoretical work in the area. This can be frustrating for those who hope to find new, exciting, radically different approaches to pain problems.
Articles on economic aspects of chronic musculoskeletal pain, cognitive appraisal, occupational ergonomic risk factors and employing risk factors for screening of chronic pain disability, all seem to have a certain sameness about them.
This may seem overly cynical, and the concept of prevention of chronic pain is admittedly a nebulous one, but it is left to one of the usual suspects, Gordon Waddell, who can always be relied upon to call a spade a spade, and to offer pithy and useful comments, to volunteer that the primary prevention of back pain "may transpire to be an unrealistic goal". A recent systematic review has found that evidence to support the possibility of prevention is limited to strategies using exercise.
This book, then, is a comprehensive and reasonably interesting look at all the theoretical and some practical aspects in the prevention of chronic musculoskeletal pain, and is best suited to the libraries of multi-disciplinary clinics where these more arcane matters are thrashed out and discussed.
T First published in 1963, this popular text has been a friend to Fellowship trainees and specialists for over four decades, a period during which the undergraduate teaching of detailed anatomy has been significantly decreased. Relevant anatomical knowledge however is no less important now than it was in 1963.
In this edition, William Harrop-Griffiths has joined the team as a new co-author with a special interest in regional anaesthesia. This has coincided with significant updating of the text particularly with regard to descriptions of relevant invasive procedures where anatomical knowledge is critical. These include cricothyrotomy, percutaneous tracheostomy, and many regional anaesthetic blocks, although the authors emphasise that the book is predominantly a text on "anatomy" and there are other excellent and more detailed procedural texts, particularly for regional anaesthesia.
The most notable change in this edition is the inclusion of "The Orbit and its Contents" in the section "Zones of Anaesthetic Interest". The value of this addition has been offset by the omission of the relevant cranial nerves from this section, necessitating reference back to a previous section for the neuroanatomy. 547 
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